tury, railroad workers frequently were maimed when coupling rail cars. But automatic couplers, invented in 1873, were not installed by rail companies until an 1893 law required them. As it turned out, this 20 year frame was about right for air bags, too.
The federal safety standards that Haddon set have been credited with preventing thousands of crash deaths and hundreds of thousands of serious crash injuries each year in the United States. But that is only part of it -those initial vehicle safety standards were adopted, sometimes almost as written by Haddon and his associate Bob Brenner, in many other developed countries. For Bill, this was especially gratifying because he was always trying to spread his ideas far and wide. He visited Australia on more than one occasion to expound his views. Peter Vulcan can tell you how influential one of those early visits was.
Because of Haddon's vision and accomplishments, tens of thousands of people are either alive or uninjured. Automobiles are safer to operate and more protective. They are less subject to damage and easier and less expensive to repair. Air bags are saving hundreds of lives each year and preventing thousands of injuries. And the broad field of injury control is growing in acceptance as a discipline for scientific study.
Because Health status measurement is now moving increasingly towards the use of multidomain approaches such as the SF-36, which was developed for adults. These are 'generic'; that is, they are not specific to any type of illness but, rather, intended for use is assessing the general health of populations and detecting systematic differences across specific population subgroups or for documenting the general impact of health services interventions. Because they are 'generic', they are unlikely to be sensitive enough to capture those aspects of illnesses or injuries that are potentially amenable to specific types of interventions. For this purpose, the generic measure should be complemented by a disease specific or injury specific module as needed.
Would an SF-36 like instrument be enough to measure health in childhood, at least for now? I think not. In the case of young people, it is not enough to know their rates and causes of mortality, to know about their illnesses (whether acute or chronic), or to know their levels of disability and the states of their functioning. Young people are thought to be largely healthy and, by these adult standards of health, they are certainly more healthy than their elders. But there is another aspect of health that is more pertinent for children than for adults, and that is their resilience and vulnerability. A child or youth is not optimally healthy ifhe or she evinces characteristics that indicate a high likelihood of subsequent deterioration in health. Conversely, a resilient child -one who has resources that make him or her more resistant to the threats of deterioration -is healthier.
My colleagues and I have developed a 'long form' instrument for assessing health status of youth of ages 11-17 years. This instrument has been validated in several different populations; its properties have been published in the literature.' Our research group is actively working on several extensions of this work: a short version, a computerized version, and a version for children of aged 5-10.
In contrast to existing instruments, the CHIP-AE* contains domains for resilience and vulnerability, as well as for disorders, discomforts, satisfaction with health, and achievement of social expectations. We are also nearing completion of work to develop specific profiles of health since there appear to be a limited number of patterns of scores across the six domains that can capture the full range of types of 'health' in adolescent populations. These profile descriptions should make our attempts at intervention much more informed and, thereby, more effective.
Thus, we have come a long way in the conceptualization of health and in its measurement. But our work will never be done. That. which was once unfathomable becomes potential and then possible. Such is the challenge of our work. BARBARA 
